It is our honest conviction, after a careful perusal of this goodly octavo, that it represents a great amount of earnest thought and painstaking work, and is therefore one of those books which both deserve and are likely to survive. The author is evidently full of pi'ofessional enthusiasm and energy, is ambitious of excellence as a practitioner, and is still at a great distance from that self-satisfied condition many attain to, in which, with contraction of the muscular walls of the heart. The ventricular systole is more perfect, and the beats of the heart are reduced in frequency.
1 The diminution in the frequency of the heart's action under digitalis always means an increase of the period of the dilatation of the ventricles.
Pulse-traces readily show this.' (Balthazar Foster.) The consequence is that the heart's brief sleep is lengthened, and the addition thus given to its aggregate rest in twenty-four hours is considerable."
Another quotation on the same subject under a different aspect may be desirable:?"The blood escapes from the peripheral ends of the arterial system into the veins, and so returns to the right heart, by which it is pumped into the pulmonary circulation, where the blood is oxygenized; whence it once more finds its way into the left heart. It is at once obvious, that when the arteries are wrell filled with blood the veins will be less full; when the arteries are comparatively empty, the veins will be proportionately full. prophesy that it bids fair for permanence, if the author will avail himself of the few friendly suggestions we have made.
